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Welcome to our “Colombia and Shared Responsibility” Challenge Badge. 

 

This challenge badge has been designed in such a way as it allows you to 

run a program of activities with girls of any age around Colombia – its 

habitat, culture and customs. Alternatively with Guides and Senior Section 

you can use the suggestions at the end of the pack to explore the effect 

that decisions we make in this country have on the people and 

environment in Colombia – i.e. our demand for drugs creates the need for 

a supply – so we have a ‘shared responsibility’ for this problem 

 

The challenge is made up of 4 parts: 

 

1. Food and Chocolate  

2. Crafts 

3. Games 

4. Shared Responsibility 

 

We would suggest that a minimum of 4-6 age and ability appropriate 

challenges are completed before the badge is awarded. To help you 

choose your activities, each one includes the Promise Badge for the 

section the activity is recommended for.  Remember it is meant to be a 

challenge! 

 

Please email us with estimated badge requirements as you start the 

challenge – this will help us to manage our badge stock levels and should 

mean we have badges when you need them!  

 

We would love your feedback, please send your questions, comments or 

badge requirements to  

 

The46thglasgowguides@outlook.com 

 

mailto:The46thglasgowguides@outlook.com
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Colombian Tapas Snacks 

 

 

 
 

 

Champinones al ajo (Garlic Mushrooms) 

 

You will need: 

 

 Mushrooms 

 Butter/spread 

 Olive oil 

 Garlic cloves (thinly sliced and to taste) 

 2 tbs of chopped parsley 

 ¼ tps of thyme 

 Salt and pepper 

 

 Saucepan 

 Chopping boards 

 Knives 

 Wooden spoons 

 

Heat the olive oil and butter in a medium saucepan. Add the garlic, 

mushrooms, thyme, salt and pepper.  

Cook over medium heat for 10 minutes stirring often 

Add the parsley and cook for a further minute. Serve warm. 
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Camarones en Apuro (Shrimp in trouble) 

 

A traditional dish from the Colombian coastal region, usually served with 

lettuce.  It can also be served with chunky bread. 

 

You will need: 

 

 Cooked prawns 

 1 teaspoon of onion powder  

 1 teaspoon of garlic powder 

 2 tbsp olive oil 

 1/3 cup bread crumbs 

 1 tin of tomatoes 

 3 tablespoons lime or lemon juice 

 Salt and pepper 

 

In a medium sauce pan heat the olive oil, add the prawns, onion powder, 

garlic powder, stir and cook for about 5 minutes. 

 

Add the bread crumbs, salt and pepper and stir well. Add the tomatoes 

and lemon juice. Cook for about 3 more minutes. 

 

Stir and serve over lettuce. 
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Tortilla 

 

This recipe will serve 16, adjust the measurements accordingly.  It can be 

served with a green salad. 

 

You will need: 

 

 4 tbsp Olive oil 

 1 large garlic clove 

 4 spring onions (thinly chopped) 

 1 red pepper (deseeded and finely diced) 

 1 green pepper (deseeded and finely diced) 

 175g Potatoes (peeled, diced and boiled) 

 5 large eggs 

 100 ml sour cream 

 175g Parmesan or Spanish cheese 

 Snipped chives 

 Salt and pepper 

 

 Backing tray (7 x 10 inch) 

 Saucepan 

 Frying pan 

 Large bowl 

 Chopping board 

 

Boil the potatoes. 

 

Preheat the oven 375°/ gas mark 5. 
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Place the olive oil, spring onions, garlic and peppers in frying pan.  Cook 

over a medium heat until onions are soften, but not browned.  Leave to 

cool and stir in the potato. 

 

Beat the eggs, sour cream, cheese and chives together in large bowl.  Stir 

cooled vegetables into the bowl and salt and pepper to taste. 

Pour the mixture into the baking tray and bake in the preheated oven for 

30-40 minutes, until golden brown, puffed and set in the centre (if it looks 

a little runny, place it under a medium grill to dry out). 

 

Turn out and leave to cool on a chopping board. 
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Fruit 

 

Colombia is home to many fruits that are rarely found elsewhere including 

zapote,  nispero ,lulo, and uchuva.  However you will also find 

strawberries, blackberries, apples, bananas, guava, pineapple, passion 

fruit and coconut 

 

 

 

 

Fruit Tasting 

 

 

Bring along a variety of fruits grown in Colombia for example Cherimoya, 

Granadilla, Guava, Maracuya (aka passion fruit), Pineapples, Coconut, 

Papayas, Strawberries 

 

If you can’t get the less common ones just substitute for some of the more 

unusual fruits that are easily accessible – figs, sharron fruit,etc 

 

 

Wash and prepare the fruit, cutting it into small pieces and ask the girls to 

close their eyes and taste fruit offered to them – they then have to guess 

what it is – or have a vote as to which ones they liked the best 

 

Did they eat anything that they would have refused if they had seen it 

first? 
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Chocolate Bananas 

 

You will need: 

1 Banana per person 

1 square of chocolate per person 

Tin foil 

Knife 

 

 

Make small slit in skin of banana and push square of chocolate in it (if you 

have girls with nut allergies galaxy chocolate is made in nut free 

environment)   

 

Wrap in tinfoil and place in hot oven for 5- 10 minutes until chocolate 

melts.  

 

Unwrap carefully – it will be HOT and enjoy.    

 

 

These can also be prepared in the embers at camp 
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Salpicón de Frutas (Fruit salad) 

  

You will need: 

 

 6 assorted fresh fruit, such as pineapple, papaya, watermelon, 

mango, apple, banana, and seedless red grapes, cut into bite size 

pieces. 

 Apple or orange juice. 

 Vanilla ice cream  

 

 Large bowl 

 Small bowls or cups 

 Chopping boards 

 Knives 
 
 

 

Chop the fruit into bite sized pieces and place in the large bowl, pour 

juice over fruit and stir. 

To serve, spoon the fruit cocktail into tall glasses and top with vanilla ice 

cream 
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Plátanos en Tentación  

 

You will need: 

 

 2 large bananas, peeled and cut into 4 chunks each one 

 ½ cup light brown sugar  

 1 cup of water 

 2 cinnamon sticks 

 ½ tablespoon butter 

 

 Sauce pan 

 Wooden spoon 

 Serving plate 

 

In a small pan place all the ingredients, cover and cook all the ingredients 

over medium heat for 15 to 20 minutes. 

 

Transfer to a serving plate and serve. 
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Platanos Asados con Coco (Roast bananas with coconut) 

 

This popular Colombian dish can be served with meat or poultry (if using 

plantains) or as a snack (if using bananas). 

 

You will need: 

 

 2 tablespoon butter 

 4 very ripe plantains/bananas 

 Pinch of ground cinnamon 

 1 cup coconut milk 

 1/3 cup sweet shredded coconut 

 

 Roasting tins 

 Knives 

 Kitchen foil 

 Chopping boards 

 

 

Preheat the oven to 350°, cut the ends of the plantains and peel. 

Place them in a roasting tin and brush with the butter. Sprinkle with the 

cinnamon and add the coconut milk, then sprinkle with coconut. 

Bake for 25 to 30 minutes. Serve warm as a side dish. 
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Cocadas Blancas 

 

 

Cocadas Blancas are a popular street food sold on the streets and beaches 

of Colombia. 

 

You will need (to make about 12 biscuits): 

 

 1 cup of shredded coconut fresh or store bought 

 ¾ cup of cater sugar 

 1 ½ cups of coconut water 

 ¼ cup of whole milk 

 Pinch of cinnamon powder 

 

 Saucepan 

 Wooden spoon 

 Baking tray 

 Parchment paper 

 

Place all the ingredients in a pot. Bring to a boil and reduce the heat to 

low. 

Let it simmer uncovered for about 30 minutes or until thickened. Stir 

often with a wooden spoon to prevent the coconut mixture from sticking 

to the bottom of the pot. 
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Drop small amounts of the mixture onto the baking tray lined with 

parchment paper, spacing them 2 inches apart. 

 

Let cool completely. Store them in an airtight container for up to two 

weeks  
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Ice Cream 

 

All that fruit isn’t the same without ice cream – make ice cream in a bag 

 

You will need: 

 

Large ‘zip’ sandwich bags 

Small ‘zip’ sandwich bags 

1 tablespoon sugar 

½ cup milk, cream, or half and half 

¼ teaspoon vanilla extract (or other flavouring) 

6 tablespoons salt (ordinary salt works but rock salt is better) 

Enough ice to fill the large bag halfway 

A mixing bowl and spoon 

 

Mix the ice and salt together and set aside 

Put the other ingredients into a bowl and mix 

Pour the milk mixture into the smaller zip bag and seal carefully 

Put the ice and salt mixture into the larger bag, place the sealed smaller 

bag in beside them and seal the large bag. 

Shake vigorously for about five minutes 

Remove inner bag, open carefully and enjoy! 

 

 

NOTE to guiders --- buy good quality bags, particularly the smaller one – 

salty ice cream is not nice so you do not want the bag to burst! 
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Chocolate 

Where does chocolate come from?  Believe it or not it does grow on trees.  

It all starts with a small tropical tree, the Theobroma cacao and is usually 

simply called ‘cacao’ (this is pronounced Ka-Kow)  

A cacao tree can produce close to two thousand pods per year. 

The ridged, football shaped pod, or fruit, of the cacao grows from the 

branches and, oddly, straight out of the trunk. The pods, which mature 

throughout the year, encase a sticky white pulp and about 30 or 40 seeds.  

The pulp is both sweet and tart; it is eaten and used in making drinks. The 

seeds, were you to bite into one straight out of the pod, are incredibly 

bitter. Not at all like the chocolate that comes from them! 
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Chocolate tasting 

 

 

Provide a selection of different chocolate – good chocolate, cheap 

chocolate, cooking chocolate, fair trade etc. 

 

Put it in small dishes and either get the girls to guess what kind of 

chocolate it is or get them to put it in order of price 

 

This is best done blindfolded as otherwise the girls may recognise it. 

 

Then discuss whether they like fair trade version, or is the most expensive 

the best etc 
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Cooking with Chocolate  

 

 

Why not try cooking your favourite chocolate cake, or dipping fruit in 

chocolate to make sweets. 

 

 

Our favourites are: 

 

 

 
 

Snakes in mud 

 

 

Ingredients: 

 

Clear plastic cups – 1 each 
Chocolate Angel delight – 1 packet per 3 girls 
Milk – 0.5 pints per packet of angel delight 
Jelly snakes 
Bowl and whisk ( or wooden spoon) 
 
 
Make up the angel delight in accordance with the instructions on the 
packet and spoon into the plastic cups.  
 
Bury the snakes into the cups.  
 
Leave for ten minutes to set then eat and enjoy 
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Chocolate Muffins 

 
These are loved by my guides – particularly if you substitute M&M’s for the 
chocolate chips! 
 
Ingredients:    
 
9oz (250g) Plain Flour 
3tsp (15ml) Baking Powder 
½ tsp (2.5ml) salt 
3oz (85g) white granulated sugar 
3oz (85g) Coco Powder 
1 Egg 
8 fl oz (240 ml) Milk 
3 fl oz (90ml)Corn Oil ( or 30z, 85g melted  butter or margarine) 
85gChocolate Chips ( or M&Ms) 
2 Bowls 
Wooden Spoon 
Muffin Cases and Tray 
 
Beat the egg in a bowl, add the milk and oil, stir and set aside 
Put all the other ingredients in a bowl and stir thoroughly 
Make a hollow in the middle of the flour mixture and pour in the egg mix 
Stir quickly – no more than 30 seconds but ensure the flour is mixed in – 
the mixture will remain a bit lumpy 
 
¾ fill the muffin cases and cook for about ten minutes at 200C ( 375F), 
Gas mark 5  – the muffins will be springy to touch when ready 
This recipe makes 9 large muffins or about 24 mini ones 
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Candil – a traditional hot drink from South West Colombia 

 

 

You will need for 4 people: 

 

3 cups whole milk 

0.25 cup brown sugar (or to your taste) 

2 Cinnamon sticks 

2 egg yolks 

Ground cinnamon for serving 

1 pot, 1 bowl a whisk or fork 

 

In a medium pot add the milk, sugar and cinnamon sticks. Slowly heat it 

but do not bring to the boil 

 

In a bowl beat the egg yolks then add about half a cup of the milk mixture 

and stir well.  Then slowly add the egg and milk mixture into the pot with 

the rest of the milk. 

 

Cook until the mixture starts to thicken, do not let it boil 

 

Sprinkle on ground cinnamon and serve immediately 
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Honey Coffee 
 
 
You will need: 
 
 
4 mugs or glasses 
 
4 tablespoons ground Colombian coffee 
 
2 sticks of cinnamon 
 
Honey 
 
 
Prepare the ground coffee as normal. 
 
Place 2 teaspoons honey and half a stick of cinnamon in each glass. 
 
Pour hot coffee into the glass 
 
Drink and enjoy 
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Live below the poverty line 

 

Around 1/3 of Colombians live below the poverty line (less than a $1 a 

day) or $5 a week. 

 

 

Why not have a “Come Dine With Me” party.  Each member of your patrol  

could bring a dish made with ingredients bought for less than a set amount  

- £1?. 

 

Or 

 

Make it difficult 

 

Challenge the patrol to make a two or three course meal for themselves 

costing less than £3 – remember within the budget they must buy 

everything – do not allow the purchase of a pinch of salt, slice of bread etc 

from mum or dad! 

You can add to the difficulty by refusing convenience foods 
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Fair Trade 

 

Find out about the principals of fair trade  

 

Make a poster about it 

 

 

Taste some fair trade goods and discuss with your friends which is best and 

why 
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Crafts 

 

Colombia has a rich and varied eco-system – from the rich coastal regions 

to deep lush rainforests.  Colombia is home to 1,500 different species of 

butterflies.  

 

 

 

Butterfly snack bag 

 

 

You will need 

 

 wooden peg 

 patterned adhesive paper 

 small sandwich bag 

 pipe cleaners 

 gem stones 

 snack of your choice (we used popcorn) 

 

 

Fill the bag with the required snack. 

Cover the peg with the patterned paper on both sides. 

Fix pipe cleaners to the inside of the peg to create the antennae. 

Add gemstones for the eyes 

Clip the peg into the centre of the bag 
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Butterfly Stain Glass Window 

 

You will need: 

 

 Template (see template at end of pack) 

 Tissue paper 

 PVA glue 
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Carefully cover each window with tissue paper. 

 

 
 

When all the windows have been filled in – glue the templates together 

and you’re ready to hang in your windows to catch the light. 
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Friendship Bracelets 

 

You will need: 

 

 Embroidery thread or wool 

 sticky tape 

 

Cut equal lengths of embroidery thread – three different colours.  To keep 

with the Colombian theme use blue, yellow and red ( ie the colours on the 

flag) 

Tie a loop in the middle, using your pinkie – double knot. 

Stick the thread to a table with tape. 

 

 
 

Lay out the threads in a mirror image of each other. 
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Bring the first right-hand thread (in this case, yellow) into the middle. 

 

 
 

Cross over the left-hand thread into the middle and pull tight. 

 

Again cross the next colour into the middle (the blue thread) and repeat 

with the third colour. 

 

   
 

Continue pleating until you have your desired length.  Tie the ends 

together and thread through the loop to finish.   
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Duct Tape Flowers 

 

Colombia is home to thousands of different flowers including the one 

depicted on our badge. Have a go at making your own flowers from Duct 

Tape. 

You will need: 

Coloured Duct Tape 

A straw per child 

Scissors 

 

Step 1 

Cut a strip of duct tape the length of your straw and wrap it round it 
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This will strengthen the straw and enable it to take the weight of your 

flower.  The picture shows me starting to roll it – keep rolling until you 

have used the full width of the duct tape 

Then in a contrasting colour cut a piece of duct tape about 4cm long.  Fold 

it so that you have a triangle with a small area of the sticky tape still 

exposed – see picture 

 

 
 

Wind this tightly round your straw – site it so that the ‘point’ is just over 

the top of the straw. 
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Make 3 more petals and do exactly the same thing, positioning the points 

around the straw to form the centre of your flower. 

 

Make more petals, adding them one at a time, slowly positioning them 

further and further up the straw and gradually wrapping them less tightly 

so that the flower fans out 
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Once your flower has reached the desired size cut a piece of duct tape, 

the same colour as your stem and wrap it round the base of your flower 

thus hiding the joins. 
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Paper plate snakes 

 

You will need: 

 

A plain paper plate for each rainbow 

Paint or crayons 

2 googly eyes per child 

 

 
 

 

Get the rainbows to paint or colour in the plate – painting the whole thing 

green and then adding some dots in another colour looks good 
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Then starting at the edge an adult should cut round in a spiral, initially 

quite narrow and getting thicker as you get to the centre- cutting three 

times round has good results   The centre becomes the snakes head 

 

Get the children to stick on the googly eyes and draw a mouth – or attach 

a small forked tongue cut out of red paper 

 

When you hold it by the tip of its tail it should spiral giving a very 

effective snake! 
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Paper chain snakes   

 

 
  

 

Coloured A4 paper 

Glue sticks 

Googly eyes 

Scraps of contrasting paper for the tongue 

 

Guiders should cut the paper into strips about 4cm wide ( cut it the short 

length across the paper) 

 

Each child will need about six strips 
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Then roll one strip up to make a loop and glue it together.  Thread the 

next strip through the loop and glue is two ends together, repeat until 

your snake is as long as you want it 

 

Fix the googly eyes on the front loop and then an adult should cut a 

tongue out of contrasting paper and this can be fixed in place 
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Tie Snakes 

 
You will need:  

ne tie per person  

– toy filling (available from craft stores) or plastic carrier bags  

 

 

 

 

 
 
Lay the tie on the table, wrong side up.  
Carefully create an opening in the wide end of the tie by cutting the 
stitches holding the fabric and lining together.  
Stuff filling into the opening at the wide end of the tie to fill the hollow 
centre (use the ruler/coat hanger/pencil to push the stuffing right to the 
end).  
 
Continue stuffing the snake until it’s evenly stuffed the whole way along. 
Add a bit more stuffing at the wide end to create a nice head.  
Guides and Senior Section members may wish to make their snake pose-
able by inserting a length of strong wire (or opened out coat hanger). Be 
sure to turn the ends of the wire to prevent it poking out.  
Sew or glue the lining and tie fabric back together.  
Turn the snake over and give it eyes by gluing two buttons or googly eyes 
to the head area.  
 
Cut a forked tongue out of red felt and glue to the snake’s head. 
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Collage 

 

Colombia is home to many beautiful birds and fish and animals – challenge 

the girls to create a collage depicting them. 

 

Everyone will need a large sheet of sugar paper 

Pens 

Glue 

Items to stick on – coloured paper, magazines, lentils, pasta, feathers, the 

list is endless 

 

They should draw the outline of their chosen animal, bird or fish and then 

fill it in simply by gluing on the chosen items 

For those of you who are not artistic there is a selection of pictures at the 

end of the pack that you can use 

 

 
 

Colouring in 

 

 

Rainbows could use the pictures at the back of the pack to colour in.  

Perhaps you could laminate them and use them as place mats? 
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Origami butterflies 

 

 
 

 

You will need : 

 

A ruler 

Brightly coloured paper – cut into a square 

 

Fold your paper in half, open it out and then fold it in half in the opposite 

direction 
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Turn it over and then fold it diagonally, open it out and then fold it 

diagonally in the opposite direction 

 

Push the two opposite sides together and flatten it so it forms a triangle 

 

 

 
 

 

Fold both upper layers to the midline above ( see picture below) and then 

turn it over so that it points to you 
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Take the pointed end and fold it upwards so that the point slightly 

overlaps the top. Do not ‘crease’ the fold 

 

 
 

Fold the pointed tip over the top and then turn it over 

Fold it down the middle – and you should have a perfect butterfly! 
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Jewelry 

 

Jewelry is very popular in Colombia – particularly ‘chunky’ wooden beads. 

 

Obviously buying these for crafts is very expensive so why not try 

substituting with paper beads 

 

To make the beads you will need: 

 

Coloured Paper – old magazines are ideal 

Wooden  skewers or cocktail sticks – one per child 

PVA Glue 

Needle and thread  

 

Start by cutting the paper into tapered  strips  - about 2cm wide at the 

start tapering down to almost zero by the time it is about 12 cm long.  If 

you want bigger or chunkier beads widen or lengthen the papers – trial and 

error until you achieve the shape you want 

 

Starting with the wide end roll the paper tightly round the skewer.  Sec 

ure the end with some PVA glue. Then carefully slide it off the skewer and 

leave to dry 

 

You can give the beads a varnished effect by painting them all over with a 

light coat of pva glue but this will take longer to dry – they do end up 

stronger though 

 

Once dry thread the beads together to make a bracelet or necklace  



 

Page | 41 
 

 

 

 
 

Undersea ‘Snow’ Globes 

 

You will need: 

 

A clear, clean jar with a lid for each child 

Water 

Glycerine (optional) 

Glitter 

Under sea pictures ( or paper/pens) 

Laminator and pouches 

Glue Gun and glue stick 

 

 

Either print from the internet or draw and colour in an under sea picture.  

 

This needs to be narrower than your jar and about half the width ( so 

when you stick it on the glass the back and sides are covered but you can 

still see in the front) 

 

Also either draw and colour in 2 different fish or again print them off the 

internet 

 

Laminate your background and fish. 

 

Cut out the background taking care to ensure a small edge of the 

laminating pouch remains all round it so that it is completely sealed 
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Similarly cut round the fish but also leave a ‘stem’ of laminated pouch at 

the bottom – so that you can use this to glue the fish to the lid 

 

Glue your background onto the jar – remembering that the finished item 

will sit on the lid – so make sure you have it the correct way up 

 

Make a fold at the bottom of your stem on the freestanding fish and glue 

this to the lid 

 

If you want to make it very fancy you could glue some gravel to the lids as 

well (a small bag of coloured gravel can be obtained inexpensively in 

aquatic shops) 

 

Fill the jar with water.  If you have glycerine add a squirt ( this makes the 

water appear thicker) and then add some glitter. 

 

Screw the lid on tightly and turn upside down 
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Fun and Games 

 

 

 

Fuchi (Footbag) 

 

Fuchi is a very popular, freestyle sport, where you use your feet to 

perform tricks (keepie-upies) without letting the bag touch the ground. 

 

Why don’t you have a competition to see which patrol can keep the bag up 

for the longest.   

 

Be creative, the only rule is that the bag cannot touch the ground. 

 

All you need is a footbag/beanbag. 
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Rana 

 

Rana is a traditional game in Colombia, played by people of all ages.  

Normally played at a Rana table, this is a modified version. 

 

You will need: 

 

 4 -7 hula-hoops 

 Beanbags 

 

Arrange them as below: 

 
 

Each player must stand a good distance away from the hula-hoops 

Each player takes turns tossing one beanbag at a time. 

Points are awarded according to which hula-hoop the beanbag lands in and 

the winner is the player with the most points. 
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Stop 

 

Stop is a very popular children’s game in Colombia. 

 

You will need: 

 

 Pen 

 Paper 

 

One player recites the alphabet silently to themselves. 

After a few moments, another player yells ‘stop!’ 

All players must then play the game with the last letter said by the player 

reciting the alphabet. 

 

Think of a 

 Country 

 First name 

 Food 

 Animal 

 Colours 

 Pop stars/groups 

 

That starts with the same letter.  Award one point for each correct 

answer.  The winner has the most points.  This game could be played 

within and between patrols. 
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Whales and Fishes 

 

Hundreds of different fish are found in Colombia as are some whales 

 

Divide the girls into teams of between 4 and six and get each to chose the 

name of a fish ( real or imaginary) 

 

Choose one girl to be the whale 

 

The whale stands in the middle of the floor and says ‘The sea is very rough 

and the whale is very hungry and would like some ……..’  She calls out the 

name of one of the fish groups and then chases them. 

 

If caught they are ‘eaten’ and must sit down.  A leader should stop the 

chase using a pre agreed signal and then the game starts again with the 

whale chosing another fish 

You keep going until only one girl is left – the winner  
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Shared Responsibility 

 

Shared responsibility is a Colombian Government initiative aimed at 

getting the western world to help resolve the problems caused in Colombia 

by the production of cocaine. In particular it is about raising awareness 

about Cocaines ecocide.  It aims to provide young people with facts which 

it hopes will encourage positive lifestyles and therefore improve 

communities and environments both at home and abroad. 

 

Basically it boils down to supply and demand – Colombia recognises that it 

will never eradicate production whilst the demand for the product is 

there. 

 

And like it or not in the UK demand is high – In four out of the last five 

years Scotland has topped ‘the charts’ with the highest consumption of 

cocaine per head of population in the world                  

(2009,2010,2011,2013,per the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 

World Drug Report) 

 

FACTS 

 

 Cocaine is a class A drug supplied by serious organised crime groups 

 Cocaine use can be addictive and increases the likelihood of strokes 

and heart attacks 

 Penalty for possession is up to 7 years in prison.  Life imprisonment 

is the ultimate penalty for supplying it to others 

 To make 1 gramme of cocaine, 4 square metres of rainforest is 

destroyed 

 

What can we do? 

Well we can’t sit back and watch it happen – and we should not be 

preaching to the girls ‘not to do it’.  How many teenagers listen when we 

preach? 
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We can encourage the girls to investigate, to think differently, to make 

wise choices. 

 

For this part of the badge we want you to set your own syllabus – discuss it 

with the girls and see what they would like to do. 

 

We start and finish with the strapline – ‘Cocaine – one line won’t do any 

damage ---- Really?’ 

 

Get the girls to think/ investigate about how Cocaine is produced: 

There are three stages to the chain and each of them is highly damaging to 

the environment: 

 

 Slash and Burn 

 Laboratories 

 Cocaine Factories 

  

A simple internet search will give the girls loads of information but to get 

them ( and you!) started: 

 

Slash and Burn is exactly what it sounds like. To clear land to grow the 

coca plant vast areas of the forest are ‘chopped down’ and set on fire – 

this is the main source of pollution in Colombian jungle areas 

According to the World Bank between 2.5 and 4 hectares of tropical 

rainforest are destroyed to enable 1 hectare of coca to be planted. The 

World Wildlife Fund estimates that 4 hectares destroyed equates to the 

loss of 112 tons of oxygen each year. 

 

The jungle soil is not really suitable for agricultural processes and to 

maximise plant yields 10 times the chemicals are used as would be by 

farmers growing legal crops. 

 

Pesticides are used and the coca growers use no protection, thus exposing 

themselves to health risks 
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Once chemicals are released they are highly mobile through multiple 

cycles of evaporation and condensation  

 

Laboratories 

 

2/3 of farmers convert the coco leaves into paste as it is easier to conceal 

and transport. If this is not done the drug trafficking groups will not buy 

them.   They therefore have to establish laboratories – often in their own 

kitchens. 

These are always near water sources and the production involves huge 

amounts of chemicals. 

In order to keep chemicals cool they are stored in non air tight containers, 

submerged in the rivers and invariably leak, thus further polluting the 

water supplies. 

 

Cocaine Factories 

 

The last stage is carried out by professional chemists, The chemicals 

required include an amount of controlled and prohibited substances 

greater than those used in previous stages. 

 

Research by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime suggests that 1 

hectare of coca requires 550 Kilogrammes of pesticides, herbicides, 

fertilizers, gasoline, ammonia, cement and sulphuric acid.  Large 

quantities of toxic chemicals are mixed for use in the production process. 

Afterwards they are distilled so they can be reused, constantly pouring 

thousands of gallons of hot water back into the rivers, increasing water 

temperature and altering the ecosystem 

 

The ‘shared responsibility’ project centres round educating our youngsters 

to think about the effects of their decisions around drugs: 

The effects on their health 

The effects of the environmental damage on the people in and around the 

areas where it is produced 
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Loss of Animal habitats – leading to more endangered species 

Social effects of illicit crops – people being forced to grow the crop, 

injuries and deaths from land mines used to protect the crops 

Organised crime – drug trafficking, distribution within the uk, money 

laundering 

Harm, including violence, within communities in the UK as a direct use of 

drugs such as cocaine – it is currently thought that 85% of shoplifting and 

70-80% of burglaries are directly related to drug use – that costs us all!! 

 

We suggest that you could: 

a) Produce a play highlighting one or more of the issues 

 or 

b) Make an animation  

or 

c) Produce some art work and put on a display in a public place ( a 

rainforest picture wall?) 

or 

d) Have a series of evenings using health as the theme – exercise ( a 

Zumba night), healthy eating ( make smoothies) etc.  Anything that 

encourages ‘healthy lifestyles’ 

The list is endless – the important thing is the girls choose and you follow 

their lead – you are aiming to get them thinking about positive choices and 

to realise each and every one of them really can make a difference 

 

Much of the material for this chapter has been taken from a project run by 

Police Scotland in connection with the Colombian Embassy in London. 

Far more information can be obtained by downloading the booklet found 

at  

http://choicesforlifeonline.org/media/4090/scdea_shared_responsibility_

book_feb_2012.pdf 

The main choices for life website has an excellent chart depicting the 

cocaine production process 

http://choicesforlifeonline.org/cards/drugs-cocaine.aspx 

http://choicesforlifeonline.org/media/4090/scdea_shared_responsibility_book_feb_2012.pdf
http://choicesforlifeonline.org/media/4090/scdea_shared_responsibility_book_feb_2012.pdf
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Butterfly Template1 
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Butterfly Template 2 
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Butterfly template 3 
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Jaguar 

 



 

 
 

Badge Order Form  
Thank you for taking part in “Colombia and Shared Responsibility”  
To order your badges, please complete this page using block capitals and return (with payment) to:  
“Colombia and Shared Responsibility”  
88 Merrylee Road  
GLASGOW  
G43 2QZ 
 
Order forms or general badge enquiries can also be emailed to:  
The46thglasgowguides@outlook.com 
 
Contact Name  
Unit  
Contact Address  

 
 
 
 

Post Code 
 

 

Telephone Number 
 

 

Email address 
 

 

 
Badges required 
 

 At £1 each 

Posting and Packing  1 – 35 badges: £1 
36-99 badges: £2 

100 + badges: £2.50 
International: £4.00 

Total 
(Badges + P & P) 

 

 
Cheques should be made payable to “46th Glasgow Guide Account”.  
 
Electronic payment details available on request. 
 
 
 

mailto:The46thglasgowguides@outlook.com

